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International Studies Association

Annual Business Meeting

16 February 2009
Astor Ballroom, Marriott Marquis, New York City
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm
AGENDA

[Slide 1]
Call to Order

Report from the President
I want to note first that since our previous convention, one of our former presidents has passed away. [Slide 2] Harold Guetzkow died on 11 November. Guetzkow was trained as a psychologist, but eventually occupied chairs not only in his original field but also in sociology and political science at Northwestern University. At that university he trained many who have made their mark in international relations. He was a truly cross-disciplinary scholar, in the best tradition of this association. He served as President of the ISA over twenty years ago, but until recently regularly participated in our annual convention. His former student Mike Ward has co-authored with Guetzkow’s son an obituary that is available on our website. A reception was held in his honor yesterday.
State of ISA
A few comments the state of the association:
First of all, let me note that this is our 50th Convention and it is also 50 years since the ISA was founded. The reason that these two events coincide is that there was no Con​ven​tion in the year of foundation. Thus, we do not need to repeat the discussion about whether or not the new Millennium was celebrated a year early. Some of you may have noted that our flagship journal, the International Studies Quarterly, is now in its 53rd volume. The reason for this is that it is a direct descendant of a journal first called Back​ground on World Politics from 1957 to 1961 and then for a few years just Background.
We celebrated our anniversary yesterday with a well-attended roundtable with five former presidents of the association, ranging from Richard Rosecrance, who served as President in 1975–76 to Bruce Bueno de Mesquita who was President in 2001–02.
During these 50 years, the Association has expanded from a small group of enthusiasts, mainly in California, to become a major professional association. More remarkably, per​haps, the ISA has experienced a phenomenal growth in the past five years and has now gone well over the 5,000 membership mark for the first time. [Slide 3] Convention parti​ci​pation has also risen dramatically. [Slide 4] This year we are a little more con​strained in the number of meeting rooms we were able to get in this hotel, so the number of panels does not quite match those in San Francisco. But the number of individuals presenting in the panels and roundtables is actually higher.
Another aspect of growth relates to the number of journals. [Slide 5] Until 1999 there was only the ISQ plus a newsletter, IS Notes, published from 1976. IS Notes was transformed into In​ter​national Studies Perspectives, and we have also added International Studies Review (originally the Mershon International Studies Review), Foreign Policy Analysis, and International Political Sociology. Two years ago, we ac​cepted an offer to assume editorial control of International Interactions, which is an ISA journal from the current volume, although the only one of the six that we do not own.

The editors have five-year contracts, so on average our Publications Committee will soli​cit proposal for new editorial teams for a little more than one journal every year. This year, the Governing Council adopted recommendations for a new editorial team for International Studies Perspectives headed by Doug Van Belle and for a new editorial team for Foreign Policy Analysis headed by Cooper Drury. I am pleased to report that in both cases we have several excellent proposals for editorial teams led by prominent schol​ars and with good financial and organizational backing from their home institutions.

ISA was founded as a US organization, but its internationalization continues apace. [Slide 6] Of our 5, 300 members, 35% are from outside North Americans, representing more than 80 countries. This year, of course, your President has been from Scandinavia. Of our three Vice Presidents, two are from outside North America. So are both the Program Chairs, 7 out of 23 section program chairs, eight out of 23 section chairs. Six out of our 10 standing committees have at least one non-North American member. Out of our 59 collaborating organizations, 39 are from outside North America. However, I have to concede that most of our active non-North American active members and partner organizations are from Europe or the Commonwealth. We have somewhat increasing representation from parts of Asia. Latin American representation is weak, although this year for the first time we are organizing a joint conference with the Brazilian Association for International Relations. African representation is very weak.
Our financial situation continues to be in good shape. The two main sources of revenue are the royalties on our journals and the income from the convention. These two income streams continue to increase. The Governing Council agreed on Saturday to put the publishing contract on the five journals that we own up for competitive building when our current contract with Blackwell expires in 2015. We anticipate that this will bring in even higher royalty income to the Association.

The Governing Council has put the annual surplus into an endowment, with a view to having enough funds to weather a rainy day or perhaps I should more appropriately say a true winter storm. Unsurprisingly, our endowment has taken a blow due to the recent financial crisis. The good news is that our losses are below the market average.
Rather than going into further detail, let me just say that those of you who are interested will soon be able to locate on our web page the minutes of the Governing Council meeting, along with the very extensive documentation provided to that meeting.

My final point in reporting on the state of the association is to note the happy news that we were able to successfully complete the negotiations with the University of Arizona for another five-year term for our headquarters operation. Thus, Tom Volgy will continue to serve as our Executive Director for another five-year term, from 2010 to 2015 and we will continue to enjoy the excellent service of our present headquarters staff. The bad news is that this will be Tom’s final term, so in a few years we should be prepared to start the search process for a new headquarter location.
New officers, 2010–11
Last fall, as usual, we received the nominating committee’s recommendations and held our elections. The number of ballots cast exceeded the constitutionally mandated requirement of at least 20 percent of members voting when there is a single slate. Actually, the participation rate was 20.2%. As the association has grown, the margin between the threshold and the actual vote has been shrinking. The GC has therefore recommended a constitutional change, to lower the threshold to 15%. This recommendation will be put to a vote among the members.

Be that as it may, we do have a legal election this year, and as a result, the following people were elected:
President:

David Lake [Slide 7]
Vice Presidents:
Didier Bigo, Marijke Bruening, and Ashley Leeds [Slide 8]


I want to thank the Nominating Committee for its work and to encourage all of you to think about candidates for the next election. The deadline and procedures for the nomi​na​tions will be announced to the members shortly.


Every year, we elect to the Governing Council three at-large positions reserved for Non-North Americans. The following three people were elected by a competitive vote among the non-North American members [Slide 9]:
Iver Neumann
Henk Overbeek
Shirin Rai
Awards
We when move to the numerous awards of the Association. Some awards are section or region awards and these are announced at the section business meetings or at the regional conferences. But most of our awards are announced here at the business meeting. I am afraid that in order to save time this will take place in a top-down fashion. I will also neglect to mention the composition of each award committee. However, this information is available on our website. And I do want to thank all the members of these committees collectively for their work, and for reporting to us in timely fashion.
First among our awards is the Susan Strange Award [Slide 10]
The Susan Strange Award is named in honor of Susan Strange’s unique and extraordinary role within the International Studies Association and worldwide community of scholars. This award recognizes a person whose singular intellect, assertiveness, and insight most challenge conventional wisdom and intellectual and organizational complacency in the international studies community.
This year’s winner of the award has worked on a wide range of international relation topics, and controversy has tended to follow in the wake of his work. His first major research program dealt with the influence of war casualties on presidential approval. Although the notion that war performance and domestic political popularity are linked may seem uncontroversial in current IR research, this line of work was a strong departure from IR theorizing emphasizing the importance of the international system and the irrelevance of domestic politics, and also generated a fair amount of controversy over how one should study the effects of events on presidential approval. His 1973 book on this topic was recognized by the American Association for Public Opinion Research in 1995 as one of the ‘Fifty Books That Significantly Shaped Public Opinion Research’.

The award winner has also done insightful and provocative work on trends in armed conflict. He characterized nuclear weapons essentially irrelevant in preserving the peace between the superpowers during the Cold War. Twenty years ago he argued that war is becoming obsolescent, much like previous social practices such as the duel. In the mid-1990s he challenged common claims about the alleged dangerous nature of post-Cold War period and he attacked the notion of ethnic conflict as caused by ancient hatred. More recently ha has argued that much of what is currently called warfare is basically a residual form of violence largely indistinguishable from crime. His most recent published book insists that the consequences of anti-terrorism policies are more damaging than the phenomenon that it tries to prevent. A new book is currently in the works arguing that fears of nuclear proliferation are wildly exaggerated. In-between all this, he also found the time to write a book that argued that while democracy is overrated, capitalism on the other hand hasn’t got enough credit. I have ignored his work on modern dance and on Fred Astaire, which I suppose can also be characterized as provocative in the sense that some may be asking why a reputable international relations scholar should be occupied with such topics!
In brief, the winner of the Susan Strange Award is a contrarian scholar in a field dominated by conventional wisdom and thus very much in the spirit of our former president in whose name the award is given. [Slide 11]
The winner of the Susan Strange Award is John Mueller.
Next is the Karl Deutsch Award [Slide 12]
The Deutsch award is presented to a scholar who has not turned forty before, or has defended his or her dissertation no earlier than ten years before, and who is judged to have made, through a body of publications, the most significant contribution to the study of International Relations and Peace Research.
The winner is primarily rewarded for two outstanding books: The first focuses on how international factors, specifically regional intergovernmental organizations, affect the development and longevity of democracy. This is unexplored territory since the democratization literature has focused primarily on domestic sources whereas the international institutions literature has focused on international outcomes such as cooperation. The author brings these considerations together by showing how regional organizations can pressure states to become and remain democratic while providing hooks by which pro-democratic domestic elites can achieve their goals. He develops a sophisticated analysis of how involvement in regional IGOs promotes the process of democratization. His second and co-authored book examines the various ways in which Congress constrains the presidential use of force. Conventional wisdom on the topic suggests that legislative checks on executive power wholly dissipate when the nation mobilizes for war. The author argues otherwise, demonstrating that under well defined conditions Congress can meaningfully influence presidential decision-making through both formal means, such as legislation and appropriations, and informal means such as issuing public appeals. This research constitutes the most thorough empirical examination of Congress’s influence over U.S. decisions about when, and whether, to go to war. And its findings represent fundamental challenges both to scholars who dismiss the influence of domestic politics in war, and to those who tend to overlook the overriding importance of parties in shaping Congress’s tendency to check presidential power. [Slide 13]
The winner of the Karl Deutsch Award is Jon Pevehouse
We then move to the Deborah Gerner Grant for Professional Development [Slide 14]
This grant was established in 2007 in honor of the late Deborah Gerner, who served the ISA in numerous capacities. It serves to support the professional development of a schol​ar whose research or pedagogical goals focus on conflict resolution, achieving peace in the Middle East, or the role of women in international relations. It is for PhD students or scholars who have obtained their doctorate within the last five years and the funds may be used to support any legitimate professional development need.
The recipient of the grant is a doctoral student who seeks to understand why some Isla​mist movements use rejectionism, whether through withdrawal or violence, as a strategy of opposition, while others seek to effect change from within existing political syst​ems. Her dissertation-in-progress explores the strategic choices of the Muslim Brother​hood and its offshoots in Jordan, Israel, and the Palestinian Territories. The grant will be used to complete the field research, which involves collecting written materials and conducting interviews both with key members of the Israeli Islamist Movement and with Israeli government officials. [Slide 15]
The winner of the Deborah Gerner Grant for Professional Development is Sarah Salwen, PhD student at the University of Pennsylvania.

We have a second award honoring Deborah Gerner; this one for her role as a passionate and dedicated teacher and mentor. This is the

Deborah Gerner Innovative Teaching Award [Slide 16]
This award is given to an instructor who has developed effective new approaches to teaching in the discipline. Preference is given to materials that can be easily adapted by other instructors and that can engage students with issues of war, peace, identity, sovereignty, security, and sustainability. 
The committee has chosen a team of senior & junior scholars, who have adopted a very interdisciplinary approach at the introductory level in a course titled ‘The International Relations of Middle Earth’, which makes innovative use of the Lord of the Rings, the books as well as the movies. This year’s class had a two-hour conversation with the Tolkien Society about Middle Earth & IR, both now & in Tolkien’s time. The experience has been written up in an article in International Studies Perspectives and a book is in the works. This class and the spin-offs from it are examplars of innovative teaching that engages with the major issues of our time. [Slide 17]
The winners of the Deborah Gerner Innovative Teaching Award are: Patrick James and Abigail Ruane of the University of Southern California
We now move to our two service awards. The first is the

Susan S. Northcutt Award [Slide 18]
The Susan S. Northcutt Award was established by the Women's Caucus for International Studies to honor its founder. It recognizes a person who actively works toward recruiting and advancing women and other minorities in the profession, whose spirit is inclusive, generous and conscientious and who has made significant contributions through service to the profession of international studies and to the International Studies Association.

The award winner has served as a Vice President of the ISA, in addition to numerous other duties. She authored the successful proposal to create an ISA Committee on the Status of Women. She is a mentor to many young academics, particularly in their work on feminist approaches to IR. She is widely recognized for her own contributions to this field. Her career has been dedicated to expanding the scope of International Relations and creating new lenses through which to consider international phenomena. She has successfully bridged disciplinary divides by bringing ‘outside’ principles such as art theory and dramaturgy to bear on IR analyses. [Slide 19]
The winner of the Susan S. Northcutt Award is Christine Sylvester of Lancaster University.
Our second service award is the
Ladd Hollist Service Award [Slide 20]
Named in memory of William Ladd Hollist to recognize outstanding volunteer service to the International Studies Association. Ladd’s personal ethics and strength of character helped build the reputation of and respect for the ISA in the world community of international scholars, and provided the ISA with a fundamental base of organizational stability and financial integrity. Professor Hollist served as ISA Executive Director from 1990–95 when ISA was headquartered at Brigham Young University. Some of you may find it hard to believe that there was ever another Executive Director, but in fact Ladd Hollist was Tom Volgy’s predecessor. [Slide 21]
The winner of the Ladd Hollist Award is Roger Coate

Tom Volgy: ‘I am very pleased to be able to present the Ladd Hollist award this year to Roger Coate, from the University of South Carolina. Roger has been an integral part of the International Studies Association for decades, involved with myriad responsibilities, ranging from critical committee assignments to key roles with the Governing Council. Two years ago, however, we called on Roger to perform an extraordinary task for the association. He agreed to chair ISA’s workshop grants committee at a time when we had completely restructured that committee’s responsibilities, and endowed it with substantial financial support to facilitate communication about and innovation in newly emerging scholarship. Roger engaged the committee with enthusiasm, creativity, and the type of dedication worthy of the association. Along with the committee, Roger worked to create new rules, negotiated with applicants about each of their proposals, and created a process which we are likely to follow for years to come. To the extent that the association will impact on and stimulate emerging new research in our field, Roger will have been instrumental in making that happen. I speak for both myself and the association in expressing our thanks for the energy he has committed to the well-being of the ISA.’
We next have two book awards. The first is the 

Harold and Margaret Sprout Award [Slide 22]
named in honor of two pioneers in the study of international environmental problems. This award is sponsored by the Environmental Studies Section and is given to a book that makes a contribution to theory and interdisciplinary, shows rigor and coherence in research and writing, and offers accessibility and practical relevance in the field of environmental studies.

From the 75 nominations the committee has picked a book that examines the role of justice in the context of climate change. It is an inspired example of how normative analysis can be incorporated into environmental studies of global issues and serves as an important reminder that equity and fairness are crucial to international environmental decision-making and cannot be divorced from states' material interests.
The title of the book is Atmospheric Justice: A Political Theory of Climate Change [Slide 23]
The winner of the Harold and Margaret Sprout award is Steve Vanderheiden.
The committee is also please to acknowledge two runners-up for 2009: [Slide 24]
Charlotte Epstein: The Power of Words in International Relations: Birth of an Anti-Whaling Discourse and Matthew Paterson: Automobile Politics: Ecology and Cultural Political Economy. Both of these are stimulating and challenging books that extend our understanding of the inter-relationships between cultural constructs and actors' behaviors. 
Our next award is the
Best Book Award [Slide 25]
This is conferred for the best book in the field of international studies with a copyright date the year before the nomination.
The committee commends the winning book for its synthetic integration of multiple strands in IR theory. While building on the work of the English school, it integrates realist, liberal, and constructivist IR theory as well as the role of norms and values. It speaks to a broad range of scholars in the field and treats in a bold but nuanced way the challenges for global governance in the contemporary international system. Its broad and original contribution to the grand debates in IR theory, we believe, will make it a work that will be widely read and discussed for many years to come. [Slide 26]
The award-winning book is On Global Order: Power, Values, and the Constitution of International Society. And the award-winning author is Andrew Hurrell, Professor of International Relations at Oxford University.
[Slide 27] The committee notes another very strong contender: Reputation and International Cooperation: Sovereign Debt across Three Centuries, by Michael Tomz of Stanford University. His book is a theoretically persuasive and rigorously tested argument about how international reputation affects the ability of states to secure international loans, while also developing a larger theory of cooperation under conditions of anarchy. He, too, gets an honorable mention.
Finally, we get to the paper awards, and the first is the [Slide 28]
Carl Beck Award
This award honors another of our former executive directors. This award is presented to a graduate student for his or her paper in International Studies. In order to respond to new and difficult challenges, the field must be adaptive and innovative, open to new ideas, perspectives and approaches. The Committee therefore looks for original papers that deal with traditional concerns in new and interesting ways or with emergent international conditions and problems.
The winning paper is titled ‘Material Preponderance and Military Power.’ It takes on the ever-expanding body of literature that suggests that non-material factors, such as democracy, Western culture, and amicable civil-military relations, significantly affects the battle-fighting capabilities of a state. By contrast, he finds that material factors, including number of troops and level of wealth, are the primary variables explaining victory in battle. The non-material factors generally had no effect. The project is innovative it its theoretical frame, in the analysis of the data, and in outlining the implications of the findings. [Slide 29]
The winner of the Carl Beck Award is: Michael Beckley of Columbia University.
Next is the [Slide 30]
Robert W. and Jessie Cox Graduate Student Paper Award
This award honors the best graduate student paper of critical inquiry into international relations, including international political economy, world orders, and civilizations 
The paper selected for this award makes a very powerful and original claim, which is supported with careful and detailed historical research into the post-1919 Balkans and Asia Minor. The claim is that ‘the silencing of the contending expressions of the self and the community, and the expropriation of the basic rights to life including the choosing of one's own living confine, is the condition and not the exception of a world order based on the regulation of nationalized subjectivities’. Given that this is understood in terms of the constitutive separation of the political and the economic in the capitalist world system, this state of affairs is persuasively shown to inhere in liberal governance itself. By radically questioning the foundations of world order through historical analysis, which also helps advance our understanding of the conditions of interaction of civilizations, this is an exceptional paper that resonates with the normative principles of the Coxes.

[Slide 31] The winner of the Robert W. and Jessie Cox Graduate Student Paper Award is: Renk Ozdemir

I hope the prize winners will forgive me when I now say that we next move to the point on the agenda that is closest to my own heart. It is now my duty, and indeed my pleasure to thank this year’s two program chairs, Sabine Carey and Gerald Schneider. [Slide 32]
Sabine and Gerald both have long standing in the ISA. Both have served on the Governing Council and Gerald has been a Vice President. When I picked for the job as program chairs, I knew they would be extremely hard-working and reliable. What I didn’t know, is that in the two years since I asked them the Association and the Convention would continue to grow at such a fast rate. Thus, the job for the program chairs because much larger than I had anticipated. This year also, we have introduced new software and the MyIsa system. This will be a great help for future program chairs in managing the increasing number of paper and panel submissions. This year, however, Gerald and Sabine have served as the beta testers of the new system. It is not only I as President who should be grateful, but also their successors, who will benefit from the extensive feedback that they have provided on the new software. On Saturday, the Governing Council endorsed a number of recommendations from Gerald and Sabine in further streamlining the procedures for the submission of papers and panels and for selecting the proposals that eventually go on the program.

One of the results of having a slightly smaller conference but a very much higher number of submissions is that Gerald and Sabine had to cope with a higher rejection rate than ever before. Needless to say, some of those whose proposals were rejected were dismayed and even angry. We wondered if we should set up a bad cop/good cop act to guide us through this project – from their pictures you can probably tell whom I had in mind for the respective roles – but in the end both of them were able to combine these roles in handing out the good news and the bad news with the same combination of firmness and friendliness.

Gerald and Sabine get a mock-up of the conference program – and a small additional gift from me.
The Changing of the Gavel

My final duty at this meeting is to hand over to my successor. [Slide 33]
Thomas G. Weiss – Europeans will have to learn to pronounce his last name correctly – is Presidential Professor of Political Science at The CUNY Graduate Center and Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, where he is co-director of the UN Intellectual History Project. As he takes over the ISA, he is just wrapping up a two-year term as Chair (2007–09) of the Academic Council on the UN System (ACUNS).
I will recite additional points from his very impressive and extensive CV when I introduce him this evening when he gives his presidential address. Let me just say at this point that the way the governance of the ISA works, successive presidents work together on a number of issues. It’s been a real pleasure to work with Tom, who’s not just an accomplished intellectual but also a very capable organizer. I feel very confident when I hand over the gavel to him. And so should all of you.
Thanks and gift to Nils Petter Gleditsch from ISA (Thomas G. Weiss)

Reminder of Time and Place for Presidential Address (Weiss)

Other Business (Weiss)

Adjournment (Weiss)
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