Public Opinion and Foreign Policy:  The Stages of Presidential Decision-making

By 

Thomas Knecht and M. Stephen Weatherford
· The Excel file “Summary Data” includes all the summary coefficients used in the analysis.  Of particular interest is the “data” workbook.  The red tabs along the column headings elaborate how each variable was coded.    

· The raw data for this study can be found at http://portfolio.du.edu/tknecht2.  Data for each individual foreign policy case was drawn from the Vanderbilt Television Archives (http://tvnews.vanderbilt.edu) and was saved as a separate file.  Because of the size of each case/file, it is not practical to create one large datafile.  We wish to highlight several variables used in our analysis:  

· Column B.  Total Count.  This is a running count of the number of days in the case.

· Column C.  Stage Count.  This is a running count of the number of days in each decision-making stage.

· Column F.  Date.  

· Column G.  Topic.  This is the title of the broadcast as reported in the Vanderbilt Television Archives.  

· Columns P – T.  These are dummy variables for each of the five decision-making stages under analysis.  

· Column Y.  This is the number of minutes (in decimals) of television coverage for each individual broadcast.  

· Column Z.  Sum.  This is the sum of television minutes per stage.

· Column AA.  Avg.  The number of television minutes per stage divided by the length of the stage.  

